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Questions? 

2	  

Submit questions by typing them into the 
Questions box in your GoToWebinar 
application.  

We will compile and answer  
them during the Q&A at the 
end of the webinar. 
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Who is RPN? 
International Network 

•  State and local governments 
•  Federal agencies 
• Colleges and universities  
•  School districts 
•  Businesses  
• Nonprofit organizations 
•  Faith-based organizations 
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RPN Resources 
•  Responsible Purchasing Guides  
   for 15 product categories 
•  Webinars on “green” procurement issues 
•  Newsletter highlighting “green”  
   purchasing activities and resources 
•  Sustainable purchasing policies  
   and specifications 
•  Model Responsible Purchasing Report 
•  Calculators and other tools 
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Webinars Previous  
•  Purchasing for Climate 

Protection 

•  Compostable Food 
Service Ware 

•  Office Supplies 
Roundtable  

•  Green Tissue Products 

•  Public Procurement of 
Energy Efficient Products 

•  EPA’s Design for 
Environment Program 

In the works  
•  Green Lighting 

•  Rechargeable 
Batteries  

•  New EPEAT 
Standard for  
Imaging Equipment 

•  Recycled and  
Low-VOC Paint 

•  Green Purchasing 
Policies 

… and many more! 
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Presenters 
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OVERVIEW:	  
Addressing	  Safer	  Chemistry	  	  

through	  Government	  Purchasing	  

Joel	  A.	  Tickner,	  ScD	  
Lowell	  Center	  for	  Sustainable	  ProducMon	  

University	  of	  MassachusePs	  Lowell	  
joel_Mckner@uml.edu	  

March	  14,	  2013	  



Overview	  

•  Federal,	  state	  and	  local	  policies	  are	  increasingly	  requiring	  
government	  agencies	  to	  purchase	  less-‐toxic	  products,	  
someMmes	  based	  on	  lists	  of	  restricted	  substances.	  	  

•  Procurement	  officers	  face	  a	  number	  of	  challenges	  that	  
inhibit	  their	  ability	  to	  purchase	  less-‐toxic	  goods	  and	  
services,	  including	  limited	  experMse,	  conflicMng	  definiMons	  
of	  "low-‐toxicity"	  and	  compeMng	  consideraMons	  in	  
purchasing	  

•  This	  webinar	  provides	  an	  overview	  of	  specific	  state	  and	  
federal	  iniMaMves	  to	  address	  toxicity	  in	  purchasing	  
decisions,	  highlighMng	  lessons	  learned	  and	  opportuniMes	  
for	  more	  effecMve	  collaboraMon	  in	  the	  future.	  	  	  



Drivers	  of	  safer	  chemicals	  	  
and	  products	  

•  New	  science	  on	  chemical	  problems	  

•  LegislaMon	  on	  chemicals	  reducMon	  and	  
sustainable	  purchasing	  
–  Europe	  
–  States	  

•  Consumer	  Pressure	  –	  more	  informed	  consumers	  
with	  a	  greater	  range	  of	  tools/informaMon	  at	  their	  
disposal	  

•  Market	  pressure	  from	  leaders	  –	  brands,	  retailers	  





Poll	  Ques)on	  #1	  

Has	  your	  jurisdicMon	  or	  organizaMon	  
adopted	  any	  policies	  promoMng	  	  
the	  purchase	  of	  low-‐toxicity	  	  

goods	  or	  services?	  

VOTE	  NOW	  



State	  and	  local	  purchasing	  regulaMons	  
specifying	  safer	  chemicals	  

•  120+	  enacted	  since	  2000.	  	  
•  Focus:	  	  Mercury,	  cleaning	  chemicals,	  
pesMcides,	  dioxins,	  PBTs,	  art	  supplies,	  treated	  
lumber,	  electronics,	  polluMon	  prevenMon,	  
sustainability,	  recycling	  

•  hPp://www.newmoa.org/prevenMon/ic2/
projects/chempolicy/	  



City	  of	  Buffalo	  PBT	  Purchasing	  Ordinance	  2004	  



San	  Francisco,	  Environmentally	  Preferable	  Purchasing	  
Ordinance,	  2005	  



hPp://www.oregon.gov/gov/
docs/execuMve_orders/
eo_12-‐05.pdf	  



Industry	  Tools	  and	  Examples	  
•  Tools	  to	  assess	  and	  prioriMze	  chemicals	  and	  products	  

•  Restricted	  Substances	  Lists	  
•  Product	  design	  strategies	  to	  eliminate	  chemicals	  of	  concern	  

•  Ingredient	  disclosure	  
•  Chemical	  use	  policies	  

•  Soiware	  industry	  developing	  tools	  –	  WERCs,	  AcMo,	  Chemical	  
Compliance	  Systems,	  3E,	  SciVera	  

www.greenchemistryandcommerce.org	  	  



•  Analyzes	  the	  composiMon	  of	  
individual	  products	  from	  ingredient	  
data	  entered	  by	  manufacturers	  

•  IdenMfy	  and	  reduce	  chemically	  
hazardous	  products	  

•  Helps	  make	  informed	  decisions	  
based	  on:	  
–  Chemicals	  harmful	  to	  human	  
health	  

–  Chemicals	  harmful	  to	  the	  
environment	  

–  Sustainability	  goals	  

GreenWERCS	  Chemical	  Screening	  Tool	  



Need	  for	  processes	  and	  tools	  to	  
thoughjully	  weigh	  alternaMves	  

•  Goal:	  	  avoid	  unintended	  consequences	  and	  
support	  “informed	  subsMtuMon”	  

•  Responsibility	  to	  ensure	  that	  sustainable	  
purchasing	  does	  not	  shii	  risks	  

•  Ecolabels,	  standards	  and	  cerMficaMons	  provide	  
these	  but	  only	  for	  a	  small	  number	  of	  product	  
categories	  and	  chemical	  types	  

•  AlternaMves	  assessment	  is	  becoming	  recognized	  
as	  a	  tool	  to	  thoughjully	  evaluate	  alternaMves	  but	  
is	  beyond	  the	  reach	  of	  most	  purchasers.	  





QuesMons	  to	  think	  about	  

•  How	  to	  address	  broader	  range	  of	  chemicals	  and	  
product	  categories	  than	  is	  currently	  addressed	  
through	  ecolabels	  and	  certifications?	  

•  How	  to	  incorporate	  toxicity	  concerns	  when	  other	  
sustainability	  attributes	  often	  dominate	  or	  may	  
pose	  trade-‐offs	  (energy,	  recycled	  content)?	  

•  Are	  there	  examples	  in	  place	  of	  agencies	  that	  have	  
implemented	  approaches	  to	  purchasing	  less-‐toxic	  
products	  through	  prioritized	  lists	  of	  chemicals	  of	  
concern?	  	  What	  have	  been	  the	  results?	  



OpportuniMes	  

 Consolidated	  lists	  of	  chemicals	  of	  concern	  and	  
criteria	  for	  higher	  and	  lower	  concern	  and	  
priority	  product/functional	  use	  categories	  

 Build	  more	  efficient	  and	  rapid	  models	  for	  specs	  
for	  green	  contracts	  

 Support	  adoption	  of	  safer	  chemicals/products	  
and	  develop	  case	  examples	  to	  make	  the	  case	  

 Develop	  rapid	  computerized	  screening	  
approaches	  for	  catalog	  contracting	  that	  screen	  
out	  ineligible	  products	  

 Collaboration	  with	  environmental	  agencies	  to	  
obtain	  critical	  data	  on	  safer	  options	  



For	  more	  informaMon	  

•  Joel	  Tickner	  
– Lowell	  Center	  for	  Sustainable	  ProducMon	  –	  
www.sustainableproducMon.org;	  
www.greenchemistryandcommerce.org	  

– 978-‐934-‐2981;	  joel_Mckner@uml.edu	  



GREEN	  CHEMISTRY	  
in	  	  
New	  York	  State	  Procurement 

Beth	  Meer	  

Commissioner’s	  Designee	  to	  Co-‐
Chair	  the	  EO	  4	  Interagency	  
Committee	  on	  Sustainability	  and	  
Green	  Procurement	  



By	  the	  Numbers	  

                  



NYS	  Green	  Chemistry	  in	  Purchasing	  
Policies	  

             

 EO	  4,	  Green	  Procurement	  
and	  Agency	  Sustainability,	  
(2008)	  

 Policy	  statement	  	  
on	  the	  Consideration	  of	  Chemicals	  
in	  the	  Development	  of	  Green	  
Specifications	  (2010)	  



EO	  4	  Criteria	  for	  Green	  Purchasing	  

                  



Poll	  Question	  #2	  

                  

Have	  you	  issued	  low-‐toxicity	  
specifications	  for	  any	  of	  the	  

	  following	  product	  categories?	  

VOTE	  NOW	  



                  

 	  Green	  specifications	  	  	  

 	  New	  green	  contracts	  &	  aggregate	  buys	  

 	  Green	  Products	  on	  existing	  contracts	  	  



EO	  4	  Green	  Specifications	  and	  
Reducing	  Toxics	  Use	  

  7	  tentatively	  approved	  
Carpet	  

  19	  under	  development	  
Furniture,	  lamps,	  mulch,	  	  fleet	  

vehicle	  maintenance,	  
pavement	  sealer,	  paint	  

http://www.ogs.ny.gov/EO/4/Default.asp	  
                  

 28	  green	  specifications	  covering	  63	  products	  
adopted	  
Paper,	  Computers,	  cleaning	  products,	  pest	  management	  (indoor	  

&	  outdoor),	  lubricating	  oil,	  printing	  and	  ink,	  lamps	  



100%	  recycled,	  PCF	  Paper	  

                  



Green	  Computer	  Aggregate	  Buy	  

                  



	  	  	  	  	  	  Green	  
Cleaning	  Law:	  
Background	  

 Enacted	  2005;	  effective	  September	  2006	  
 All	  public	  &	  private,	  primary	  &	  secondary	  
schools	  	  must	  purchase	  and	  use	  green	  
cleaning	  products	  

                  



	  Green	  Cleaning	  Success	  Story	  

In	  2011,	  Carl	  Thurnau,	  Director	  of	  Facilities,	  
NYSED	  reports	  successful	  adoption	  of	  green	  
cleaning	  products	  and	  practices:	  

 At	  first,	  many	  complaints	  	  re	  cost	  and	  efficacy	  
 Now,	  	  no	  complaints	  from	  schools	  
 No	  complaints	  from	  parents	  
 Widespread	  use	  of	  green	  cleaning	  products	  and	  
practices	  -‐	  Public	  schools	  in	  substantial	  compliance	  
with	  law	  

                  



	  Green	  Cleaning	  Success	  Story	  

                  



	  	  	  Green	  Cleaning	  Contract	  

  OGS	  green	  cleaning	  website	  lists	  1700	  products	  
that	  meet	  Green	  Seal	  or	  Ecologo	  as	  required	  by	  
NYS	  law	  and	  EO	  4	  	  

 Multi-‐state	  contract	  issued	  in	  May	  2010	  (led	  by	  
MA)	  has	  18	  contractors	  (9	  operative	  in	  NYS)	  and	  
more	  than	  200	  products.	  

  Available	  for	  use	  by	  agencies,	  school	  districts	  and	  
municipalities.	  	  

                  



Pest	  Management	  by	  	  
New	  York	  State	  Agencies	  

                  



Green	  Product	  Costs	  in	  
General	  

                  



EO	  4	  Policy	  Statement	  on	  
Chemicals	  



EO	  4	  Policy	  Statement	  on	  
Chemicals	  



Challenges	  	  

  Spec	  development	  product	  by	  product	  
  Driving	  market	  to	  ensure	  low	  cost	  
  Getting	  green	  specs	  into	  contracts	  
 Making	  choice	  of	  green	  product	  less	  confusing,	  

more	  automatic	  

  FY	  09-‐10	  agency	  reports	  show	  high	  participation	  
and	  low	  costs,	  but	  lingering	  concerns	  regarding:	  	  	  
  The	  time	  needed	  to	  test,	  monitor	  and	  select	  products	  

► Lack	  of	  green	  floor	  finishes	  and	  strippers	  	  
► Ongoing	  confusion	  about	  disinfectants	  

                  



Solutions	  	  

  Share	  alternatives	  assessments	  among	  states	  
  Build	  robust	  standards;	  increase	  competition	  

among	  certifiers?	  
  Issue	  more	  green	  state	  contracts	  
 Market	  green	  products	  already	  on	  contract	  
  Green	  the	  ‘market	  basket’	  
  Screen	  out	  ineligible	  products;	  cut	  incentives	  

As	  products	  and	  practices	  become	  more	  
widespread	  ,	  comfort	  levels	  should	  increase	  

                  



Contact Info 



Federal Acquisition Service 

U.S. General Services Administration 

Sustainability, Executive Orders, and Chemicals 
Management 

Dana Arnold 
General Services Administration 

April 4, 2013 



Federal Acquisition Service 

U.S. General Services Administration 
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“Sustainable” 

 To create and maintain conditions, under which 
humans and nature can exist in productive 
harmony, that permit fulfilling the social, 
economic, and other requirements of present and 
future generations of Americans. 



Federal Acquisition Service 

U.S. General Services Administration 
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Executive Order 13423 Goal for Chemicals 

 Reduce the quantity of toxic and hazardous 
chemicals and materials purchased, used, and 
disposed 



Federal Acquisition Service 

U.S. General Services Administration 
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Ensure that the agency (i) reduces the quantity of toxic and 
hazardous chemicals and materials acquired, used, or disposed of by 
the agency 

(ii) increases diversion of solid waste as appropriate 

(iii) maintains cost-effective waste prevention and recycling 
programs in its facilities 

Executive Order 13514 P2 Goal 



Federal Acquisition Service 

U.S. General Services Administration 
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Trends in Agency Reduction Plans 
  Identify chemicals or products to be addressed either 

agency-wide or specific to a sub-agency, bureau, or 
operating division 
  Often cited chemicals:  mercury, PCBs, CFCs, lead 
  EPA Priority Chemicals List 
  Janitorial cleaning chemicals 

 Develop reduction policies for identified chemicals 
  Pollution prevention opportunity assessments 
  Audits 

 Use of HAZMAT pharmacies 
  Used at many U.S. Coast Guard installations 
  EPA (laboratories) and others use automated inventory 

systems 



Federal Acquisition Service 

U.S. General Services Administration 

Examples 
  Laboratory chemicals 
 Mercury-containing devices 
 PCB-containing equipment 
 Cleaning products 
  Integrated pest management 
 Process or equipment changes, such as aqueous 

parts washers for solvent-based parts washers 
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Federal Acquisition Service 

U.S. General Services Administration 

49 



Federal Acquisition Service 

U.S. General Services Administration 
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Federal Acquisition Service 

U.S. General Services Administration 
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Federal Acquisition Service 

U.S. General Services Administration 
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Federal Acquisition Service 

U.S. General Services Administration 

Creating Sustainable Acquisition Tools 

  Linking the Green Products Compilation to 
acquisition planning tools 

 Using third party standards and labels (e.g., EPEAT) 
  Linking the GPC to purchasing systems 
  Limiting what can be purchased 
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Federal Acquisition Service 

U.S. General Services Administration 

For  More Information 

www.sftool.gov/greenprocurement 

Dana Arnold 
dana.arnold@gsa.gov 
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Innovations for Sustainable Acquisition: 
- Overview of Tools Under Development 

 Edward H. Rau 
  Chair, DHHS Sustainability Innovations Working Group 

  Division of Environmental Protection, ORFDO  
  National Institutes of Health 
  U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 



Disruptive Innovations to Enable the New Order 
(Executive Order 13514) 

“Federal agencies shall… leverage agency acquisitions to foster 
markets for sustainable technologies and environmentally preferable 

materials, products and services.”  

•  To meet this directive we have major challenges to overcome - we 
don’t define sustainable products and services very well or have 
efficient, easy to use purchasing tools to ensure that we buy them.  

•  A missed opportunity to apply hundreds of $billions in federal 
purchasing power to transform markets. 

•  Implementation will require Disruptive Innovations1 – those that 
create a new market by applying a different set of values 
(sustainable acquisition), which ultimately (and unexpectedly) 
overtakes an existing market. 

1Clayton Christensen (1997) The Innovator's Dilemma: When New Technologies Cause Great Firms to Fail.   
Harvard Business School Press, ISBN 978-0-87584-585-2.  
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New Toxics Reduction Mandates 
•  Existing statutes provide only general guidance: 

 -- Pollution Prevention Act (PPA) 
 -- Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 

•  E.O. 13514 requires purchase of less toxic materials 
•  Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) Interim Rule (May 31, 

2011) implements EO, requiring: 
 --  Agencies to purchase less-toxic products 
 --  Reduction of greenhouse gases in the supply chain 
 --  Contracts to comply with agency Environmental 
Management Systems (EMSs), which often focus on 
hazardous substances. 

•  45 CFR 74.44 – Federal grantees are now required to 
purchase products and services that “protect the 
environment”.  57 



Two Tool Kits for Disruptive Innovation 

THIS	  WEBINAR	  

  Overview	  of	  tools	  for	  
reducing	  procurement	  
of	  products	  and	  services	  
containing	  or	  emirng	  
toxic	  or	  environmentally	  
damaging	  chemicals	  –	  
Substances	  of	  Concern	  

  Will	  be	  incorporated	  
into	  the	  new	  Sustainable	  
AcquisiMon	  (SA)	  Tools	  	  

CONCURRENT	  PROJECT	  

  Development	  of	  
advanced	  transacMon-‐
based,	  user	  friendly	  
purchasing	  tools.	  

  Enable	  transiMon	  from	  
single	  aPribute	  
Environmentally	  
Preferable	  Purchasing	  
(EPP)	  to	  mulM-‐aPribute	  
sustainable	  acquisiMon	  



Toxicity Reduction Tools - Needs 

•  Health and environmental benefits 
of avoiding products 
containing Substances of Concern 
(SoCs) 

•  Tools and ecolabels to help 
procure less toxic products – just 
like those for other sustainability 
attributes (e.g., recycled content 
and energy efficiency) 

•  A process at National Institutes of 
Health to apply the knowledge 
gained from research programs to 
our own procurement systems. 
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Challenges to implementing requirements 

•  FAR doesn’t define the terms “toxicity”, “less toxic”, “non-
toxic” or “alternatives”. 

•  Toxicity and ingredient data for objective comparison 
and selection of products and services is usually difficult 
to obtain. 

•  What is the priority of toxicity reduction versus other 
sustainability attributes: environmental, economic and 
product effectiveness? 

•  Vast array of products purchased – about 15,000 
different products purchased by NIH each year. 
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Solution: An Interim List Based Approach 

•  Current strategy: promote the purchase of less-toxic products by: 
  (1) developing lists of SoCs to avoid 
  (2) providing general guidance 

•  Later – use specific restrictions on products containing them.  
•  Most feasible approach for rapid deployment  
•  Initial SoCs based on established lists and human exposure data 

from biomonitoring studies.  
•  EMSs can require suppliers to disclose listed SoCs in products/

services offered. 
•  Avoids need to conduct complex, resource-intensive approaches to 

evaluation and selection of less-toxic products and services for each 
product type. 
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Three SoC Listing Criteria 

1.  Must have Significant Use in NIH Facilities (e.g., 
Building Materials) or Mission Activities 

2.  Poses Excessive Hazard or Risk to: 
–  Health, Safety or Security 
–  Environment 
–  Research Mission 
–  Regulatory Compliance 
–  Meeting other Sustainability Goals, e.g. preventing resource 

depletion, promoting environmental justice 

3.  Suitable, Use-Specific Alternatives Must be 
Available 
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Why doesn’t the SoC Reduction Initiative 
 use ecolabels? 

•  No federally recognized labels 
designate compliance with “non-
toxic” or “less toxic” requirements. 

•  Existing certification programs do 
not include all SoC criteria. 

•  Few if any organizations apply 
ecolabels to biomedical products. 

•  We are considering use of logos 
or recommending development of 
new ecolabels such as those on 
the right for mercury-free products. 

•  The purchasing tools under 
development can easily 
incorporate future use of approved 
ecolabels. 
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First Tools - NIH’s Interim List 

•  Objectives: 
–  Improve both purchaser and supplier awareness of the 

Substances of Concern, products that contain them, where they 
are used and requirements to purchase less hazardous 
products. 

–  Provide general guidance on availability of alternatives and other 
reduction methods for these substances. 

–  Serve as checklist of chemicals for which disclosure may be 
required. 

–  Post specific restrictions issued by our EMS and regulatory 
agencies. 

•  Interim data set includes about 50 groups of chemicals, 
350 use-based substance listings. 
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Short Term Action Plan 

•  Establish formal processes to list substances and issue specific 
restrictions where alternatives to products and services containing/
emitting SoCs are available. 

•  Begin to integrate and activate SoC monitoring and controls in our 
Purchasing Online Tracking System (POTS):  
–  Adding keywords for screening products (chemical names, uses, CAS#)  
–  Begin tracking all purchases of chemicals listed as SoCs 
–  Prohibit purchase of restricted products such as mercury thermometers 

•  In collaboration with GSA new biomedical product categories, 
designated products and less toxic alternatives will be added to 
GSA’s Green Product Compilation for government-wide access. 
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What is the Green Product Compilation? 
•  Various federal agencies – USDA, EPA, DOE issue single attribute 

requirements e.g., biobased content, energy efficiency etc. for 
specific items (designated products). 

•  Some designations refer to ecolabels like Water Sense, EPEAT or 
Energy Star. 

•  All of these are compiled in the GPC and arranged by product 
categories such as Construction Materials, Plumbing Systems etc. 

•  The GPC is part of the Sustainable Facilities tool: http://sftool.gov/ in 
the tab “Procure” http://sftool.gov/GreenProcurement 

•  A GPC app for smart phones is available. 
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Long Term Plan: Complete the Tools 

Next steps in tools development will require extensive interagency and 
private sector collaboration to: 

–  Clarify regulations and priority of SoC reduction in the multi-
attribute framework of Sustainable Acquisition. 

–  Foster translational research to develop protocols for 
comparative toxicology and apply them to selection of healthier, 
more sustainable products and services. 

–  Develop an interagency database of products, services and 
sustainability attributes (including but not limited to SoC content) 
to support automated acquisition tools – a massive, complex 
undertaking. 

–  Put Federal procurement on Detox! 
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Status Update (March 2013) 

•  The SoC Reduction Initiative is now in place and on the 
NIH Environmental Management System website: 
www.nems.nih.gov  

•  Interim data set will be reconfigured and optimized for 
integration with purchasing tools (pending funding). 

•  Working with GSA Sustainability in Procurement program 
fellows to add a new category for biomedical products and 
the first toxicity related product designations to the Green 
Products Compilation. 



NIH Substances of Concern Reduction Initiative 

Contact Information 

Edward H. Rau, MS, RS, RHSP  
Captain, U.S. Public Health Service, Ret.  
Special Assistant to the Director 
Division of Environmental Protection, 
Office for Research Facilities, OM 
DHHS- National Institutes of Health 

(301) 631-7257  (Direct)  
(301) 526-9437  (Cell)  

 E-mail: 
 Ed.Rau@nih.gov   

Opportunities for Collaboration 

Visit the new Sustainable 
Supply Chain Community of 
Practice Website on Data.gov--  

Bringing together government, 
industry, associations, non-profits 
and academic institutions to 
achieve more sustainable supply 
chains. 

And be a champion! 

Website: 
http://www.data.gov/supplychain/
community/supplychain  



A Quick Look at… 
Sustainable Acquisition Tools 

•  In close collaboration with GSA we have an 
ongoing effort to develop real tools to enable 
sustainable acquisition by purchasers. 
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Poll Question #3 

71 

Does your agency or organization use 
centralized electronic systems  

for placing and tracking  
procurement transactions?  

VOTE NOW 



Specifications for the New Tools 
Defined by Feedback from Purchasers 

•  They want a “One-Stop-Shopping” source 
–  For micropurchases with credit cards to 
–  Major contract awards 

•  Transaction based 
•  Paperless 
•  All requirements automatically accessed and 

matched to the item being purchased at time of 
transaction input by the user without searching 
for guidance and preferred sources. 

•  Minimal or no training requirements. 
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Specifications for the New Tools 
Meeting Needs of Management 

•  Priorities, items to be covered and action(s) to 
be triggered by a match on requirements or 
guidance that can be set by the agency: 
–  Track only 
–  Provide guidance or 
–  Block or require justification for non-compliant items 

•  Seamless tracking of all purchases, 
sustainability attributes and financial information 

•  Data compilation and reporting for data calls in 
real time by standardized or customized queries. 
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Design Platform and Transferability 

•  Where possible, build on existing procurement 
systems and data bases. 

•  Incorporate federal requirements and provisions 
for an agency’s specific mission related 
products, services and Environmental 
Management System (EMS) requirements. 

•  No proprietary or licensed components. 
•  All products to be transferable. 
•  Meet today’s needs - release product elements 

as they are available; develop incrementally. 
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We’ve Already Got Our First Products! 
•  The new, user friendly compilation of all federal 

requirements – GSA Green Product Compilation 
(GPC) http://sftool.gov/GreenProcurement  

•  NIH Purchasing Online Tracking System (POTS) 
with full GPC and SoC integration capability 

•  Application Program Interface (API) – allows 
GPC integration with other electronic systems. 

•  BookMarklet – GPC compliance tracking on 
smart phones without electronic purchasing 
system interface. 
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•  More information on the POTS system is available on this 
website: http://intra.ninds.nih.gov/pots.asp 

•  POTS is transferable through a simple Material Transfer 
Agreement (MTA) from the NIH Tech Transfer Office. 

•  Information on the API and Bookmarklet tools is available 
from Noblis. 

Sustainable Acquisition Tools 
Information and Contacts  

Contacts 

POTS	  System	  @	  NIH	  
Yang	  C.	  Fann	  Ph.D.	  	  
Fann@ninds.nih.gov	  	  

GPC	  API	  &	  Bookmarklet	  
Seth	  Blanchard,	  Noblis	  
Seth.blanchard@noblis.org	  
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New Resource: 
Purchasing for Healthy Schools 
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New Resource: 
Purchasing for Healthy Schools 
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Alicia Culver 
Responsible Purchasing Network 

510-547-5475 
alicia@responsiblepurchasing.org 	  
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Questions?  
Comments? 


