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Questions? 
 

Please enter your questions at any time though 
the GoToWebinar box on the right-hand side of 
your screen.   
 
We will use them during  Q & A at the end.  
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Agenda 
 • Welcome and Introduction, Phillip Kobernick, 

Manager, Responsible Purchasing Network  
 

• Tara O'Hare, Implementation and Recruiting Lead for 
WaterSense Program, US EPA  
 

• Cinnamon Black, Water Conservation Specialist, 
Public Utilities, Raleigh, NC  
 

• RPN’s “Greening Existing Buildings” Initiative  
 

• Q & A, with all panelists and Shirli Axelrod, Senior 
Environmental Analyst, Seattle Public Utilities and Al 
Dietemann, Conservation Leader, City of Seattle, WA  
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RPN 
 Nonprofit, ~200 members 

• States  
• Local governments 
• Federal agencies 
• Colleges and universities  
• School districts 
• Businesses  
• Non-profits 

 
 

RPN Mission 
“Promote and practice 
responsible purchasing 
by identifying best 
practices, developing 
effective purchasing 
tools, educating the 
market, and using our 
collective purchasing 
power to maximize 
environmental 
stewardship, protect 
human health, and 
support local and 
global sustainability.” 





























































High Efficiency Aerators 
 Approximately 15 percent of 

indoor water usage can come 
from using the faucet; washing 
hands and brushing teeth.  The 
average aerator uses 2.2 gallons 
per minute (gpm) or more.   

 
 1.5 and 0.5 gpm aerators for the 

kitchen and bath, respectively 
can half your water usage in 
these areas. 



The WaterSense Label 

www.epa.gov/watersense  

Don’t forget to look for… 
 
 

http://www.epa.gov/watersense�


The Energy Star Label 

www.energystar.gov  

http://www.energystar.gov/�


ENERGY STAR-qualified clothes washer  

Save up to $550 in operating costs. 
 

ENERGY STAR bottled water dispenser  

•Standard units can use more energy than a 
large refrigerator; approximately 4 billion 
kWh/year.  

•ENERGY STAR models requires about half as 
much energy as a standard unit. 



ENERGY STAR Commercial dishwashers 

•25 percent more energy efficient. 

•25 percent more water efficient. 

ENERGY STAR Commercial Ice Machines 

•15 percent more energy-efficient. 

•10 percent more water-efficient. 
 



Water Heating Technologies 

Electric 
Gas 

Don’t forget Solar 



ENERGY STAR-qualified boilers  
 
 

• (AFUE) annual fuel utilization efficiency 
rating of 85% or greater. 
•They achieve greater efficiency with 
improved features. 
 

 





 



City of Raleigh’s  
Water-Efficient Projects 



LEED & The City of Raleigh 

• LEED – Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design 

• All new City buildings  over 10,000 SF are required to 
achieve LEED Silver certification 

• LEED Silver Certification: NRWWTP Training and 
Administration building 

• Pursuing LEED Silver certification: DE Benton WTP 
Administration Building 

• LEED Silver Certification: Raleigh Convention Center 
 



Building Cost - $2.47M 
Size – 9,500 SF 

Additional Cost for LEED Certification - $64,261 (2.6% Increase) 
 

NRWWTP Training & Administrative 
Building 



DE Benton WTP Administration Building 

Building Cost - $3.4M 
Size – 11,000 SF 

Estimated Additional Cost for LEED Certification - $552,100 (16.2% Increase) 
 





Raleigh Convention 
Center 

• LEED Silver Certification  
• 11-acre Downtown site 
• Previous Brownfield 
• 30% Water use reduction: 

– High Efficiency toilets, urinals and lavatories 
– This equates to an estimated water savings of 

more than 825,000 gallons per/yr. 

 
 





• Replace approximately 3,000 2.2 gpm 
aerators to 0.5 gpm. 

• Approximately 1000 kitchen aerator: 
2.2 gpm to a 1.5 gpm. 

• Approximately 2500 showerheads:  2.5 
gpm  to a 1.5 gpm showerhead.  

• Replaced ALL tank-type toilets: 3.5 
gallon flush to a 1.6 gallon flush.   

• Replaced several hundred Flush Valve 
toilets prior to the rebate. 3.5 gpf with 
new 1.6 gpf toilets.  

• Replaced Approximately 629 Flush 
Valve toilets: 3.5 to 1.28 gpf.  

• In the process of changing out all old 
high consumption urinals with 1.0 gpf 
urinals.  



Bidding Specifications 
Remember, you can order to your specific needs: 
• MaP Rating 
• Dual-Flush, Single, Pressurized, Flapperless, etc. 
• Manual flush versus automatic 
• Rough-In, trapway, flushing mechanism.   
• Highest efficiency rating: 

– 0.5 gpm for sinks 
– 1.28 - 0.8 for toilets 
– 1.5 gpm for kitchen and showers  

• Timed sinks for shut off in 5 seconds 
• WaterSense & Energy Star label 
• Remember, bulk products equal greater savings 



Queries? Comments? 

Contact: Cinnamon Àsìyih Black 
Water Conservation Specialist  

City of Raleigh: www.raleighnc.com  
Email: Cinnamon.Black@raleighnc.gov 
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Calculate Water Savings 
During Product Production 
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/04/Clearcutting_in_Southern_Finland.jpg�
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RPN Member Resources 
•  Responsible Purchasing Guides  
   for 15 product categories 
 

•  Webinars on “green” procurement issues 
 

•  Quarterly newsletter highlighting “green”  
   purchasing activities and resources 
 

•  Sustainable purchasing policies  
   and specifications 
 

•  Model Responsible Purchasing Report 
 

•  Calculators and other tools 
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RPN’s Green Building 
Initiative 

 ELIGIBLE EPA REGIONS 
  
1:   Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Vermont, New Hampshire 
 
4:   Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Tennessee 
 
7;   Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri, Iowa  
 
9:   Alaska, California, Hawai’i, Nevada 

Projects may include: 
  
• Creating “green” purchasing 
specifications  
 

• Reviewing bid responses  
 

• Facilitate cooperative contracting 
opportunities for green building products 
or services 
 

• Other green building initiatives with 
measurable results  
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RPN’s Green Building 
Initiative 

 Application details  
  
• Download application at 
www.responsiblepurchasing.org/buildings 
 

• Applications accepted until December 31, 2011 
 

• Send to Phillip Kobernick at 
phillip@responsiblepurchasing.org  
 

• Questions? 
Call us at 510.547.5475   

http://www.responsiblepurchasing.org/buildings�
mailto:phillip@responsiblepurchasing.org�
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• High-performance Lighting Equipment 
• Renewable Energy 
• Green Cleaning  
• Purchasing for LEED EBOM 

Upcoming RPN Green 
Building Webinars 
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Phillip Kobernick 
Responsible Purchasing Network 
phillip@responsiblepurchasing.org  
510.547.5475 
www.responsiblepurchasing.org  
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Questions about RPN? 

mailto:phillip@responsiblepurchasing.org�
http://www.responsiblepurchasing.org/�
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Join Page 
Responsible Purchasing Network Webinar 
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