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Agenda
1) Welcome and Introduction

2) Services

3) Products

4) Membership Administration

5) Communications

6) Questions 
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Questions?

Submit questions by typing them into the Questions box in your 
Go2Webinar application and we will compile and answer them 

during Q & A at the end of the webinar. 
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Welcome and Introduction

4

 Founded at the White House in 2005

 International membership network

 Government, business, universities, nonprofits

 Best practices, tools, collective purchasing power

 >$50B in annual spend

Presenter
Presentation Notes
RPN is a program of the Center for a New American Dream Members are institutions engaged in socially and environmentally responsible purchasingRPN identifies best practices, develops effective purchasing tools, educates the market, and utilizes its collective purchasing power
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5

RPN Members

 248 RPN members

 Members employ over 750,000

 2/3 have responsible purchasing policies
 Eco-labels are widely recognized

and used
 94% plan to do more responsible

purchasing next year 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
RPN membership and consulting services provide institutional purchasers with cutting edge procurement tools and resources designed to save money, conserve resources, reduce waste, protect human health, and improve efficiency
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Services
1) Green Office Audits

2) Green Schools

3) Consulting and Training
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Green Office Audits

 Assess green level of operations

 Cost savings

 Reduce energy use, emissions, and waste

 LEED purchasing assistance

 Improve employee morale

 Improve brand reputation
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Green Schools
 Green cleaners and health

 Cost savings
 STARS (Sustainability Tracking, Assessment & 

Rating System) purchasing assistance
 LEED purchasing assistance
 Reduce energy use, emissions,

and waste
 Satisfy green regulations
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Consulting and Training
 Customized green purchasing policies 

 Model green purchasing specifications

 Cost benefit calculations

 On-site sustainability audits

 Contract evaluation

 Product and vendor evaluation

 Custom responsible purchasing guides

 Training—On and off-site 
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Products

 Saving Green Guide – money and environment

 Green doesn’t have to be more expensive

 Survey of purchasers

 Member benefit

 Best practices for saving green

 Case studies

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And now my colleague Vincent Kitira will talk about our series of Responsible Purchasing Guides.
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RPN Resources:

Purchasing Guides, Trends Report, 
Model Annual Report

Vincent Kitira
Manager, Responsible Purchasing Network

Center for a New American Dream

January 21, 2010
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Questions?

Submit questions by typing them into the Questions box in your 
Go2Webinar application and we will compile and answer them 

during Q & A at the end of the webinar. 
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RPN PURCHASING GUIDES
Contents:

 Overview
 Social and Environmental 

Issues
 Best Practices
 Cost, Quality, and Supply
 Policies
 Specifications
 Standards
 Definitions
 Case Studies
 Calculators
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Product Categories:
 Bottled Water 
 Carbon Offsets
 Cleaners 
 Computers 
 Copy Paper
 Fleet Vehicles 
 Fluorescent Lights
 Food Services
 LEDs
 Graffiti Remover
 Green Power 
 Office Machines
 Paint
 Toner Cartridges
 Tires, Wheel Weights
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Social and Environmental Issues
Issues covered in this section:

 Energy and climate change

 Hazardous substances, health and safety

 End of life management

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Conventional exit signs, street lights and traffic signals all consume considerably more electricity than currently available light-emitting diode (LED) alternatives.
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Best Practices
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Cost, Quality, and Supply

 What will it cost?

 How does it perform?

 Where is it available?



www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org   

Policies

 Model and Sample Policies Relevant to 
Product Category

 Available for Federal, State, and Local 
Agencies; Universities; and Corporations
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Specifications

 Model and Sample Specifications Relevant 
to Product Category

 Available for Federal, State, and Local 
Agencies; Universities; and Corporations

 Very useful contract language!
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Standards
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is an example of RPN’s product page for cleaners. The US communities link is on the right and when clicked, it leads to a page that can be used to access US communities co-operative contracts.
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Calculators

 How to measure environmental benefits 
and cost savings?

 CALCULATORS!
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Responsible Purchasing Trends
Survey of 135 purchasers:
Collectively spend ~$53 billion annually
2/3 have ‘green’ purchasing policies
86% say environmental factors are 
very/important in purchasing decisions
Most use ENERGY STAR, LEED, Green 
Seal, EPEAT 
9/10 will do more green purchasing in 
2010

Download the free report: 
www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our annual trends report shows how much people have been doing in terms of green procurement in the past year. The verdict? More and more want to go green. 
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Achievements

 135 RPN Members report spending $4-$10 
billion on responsible goods and services in 
2008

 One in five respondents used calculators to 
quantify financial and/or environmental 
impacts

 RPN Members employ more than 750,000 
people

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 in 5 respondents together representing more than $7.5B in annual spend, used responsible purchasing calculators to quantify financial and/or environmental impacts.
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Green Purchasing Policies

2/3 of RPN 
Members  have a 
green purchasing 

policy
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Responsible Purchasing Factors
Top 3 Priorities: 
 Performance 
 Availability
 Price

~ 90% say Environmental Considerations are 
“important” or “very important”

About 70% say Social Impact Considerations 
are “important” or “very important”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Importance of various purchasing factors graphic:-Performance: 80% - very important; 100% importantAvailability: 59% - very important; 98% importantPrice: 54% - very important; 97% importantDurability: 43% - very important; 96% important
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Responsible Purchasing Practices
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Most Used & Recognized Ecolabels
Usage Rank:

#1

#2

#3

#4
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Which Guides Are Most Popular?
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Model Annual Responsible 
Purchasing Report

 Under development

 Will serve as a template for purchasers to 
create annual green purchasing reports

 Meant to be applicable to any organization, 
regardless of type or affiliation



www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org   

Responsible Purchasing Network (RPN)

RPN New and Prospective 
Member Orientation

Phillip Kobernick
Fellow, RPN

January 21, 2010
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Questions?

Submit questions by typing them into the Questions box in your 
Go2Webinar application and we will compile and answer them 

during Q & A at the end of the webinar. 
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Other Publications
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Other Publications

 Paper Standards Comparison Chart
 Cooperative Contracts Factsheet 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
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 Allows for interaction and communication 
between RPN members via Member 
Directory

Membership Administration
Member Profile

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Membership Administration
Member Directory 

 Allows you to connect with other RPN 
members interesting in green procurement
 Accessible ONLY by RPN members
 Advanced search

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Membership Administration
Member Directory 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Member Directory 
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Membership Administration
Member Directory  - Search

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Membership Administration
Password Retrieval 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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 Everyone in your organization has access 
to your RPN membership!  

 Use unique affiliate link sent via e-mail 
 If link is lost, e-mail rpn@newdream.org

Membership Administration
Affiliate Membership

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
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 Computers and Office Electronics Update –
Nov. 19, 2009

 Bottled Water, University Ed. – Oct. 29, 2009
 Cooperative Contracts – Sept. 17, 2009

Communications
Webinars

Presenter
Presentation Notes
	



www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org   

- Monthly newsletter 

- RPN program highlights 

- Member news

- Green purchasing news 

- Upcoming events 

Communications

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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 Monthly newsletter 
o RPN program highlights 
o Member news
o Green purchasing news 
o Upcoming events 

Communications
Responsible Purchasing Updates (RPUs)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Communications
New and Prospective Member OrientationResponsible Purchasing Network Webinar

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Communications
Responsible Purchasing Announcements (RPAs)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Questions?

Submit questions by typing them into the Questions box in your 
Go2Webinar application and we will compile and answer them 

during Q & A at the end of the webinar. 
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Communications
 Web site

o Membership

o Resources

o Events

o News

o Job Listings

 Awards

 Speaking
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Home page
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Member benefits page
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Publications – Purchasing Guide
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Speaker request page
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
News page
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jobs page
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Join RPN Membership Benefits: 
Model policies and specifications 
Green purchasing webinars 
Certified green products database 
Expert sustainability speakers 
Responsible Purchasing Awards 

Consulting Services: 
Custom green specifications 
Green purchasing policies 
Life Cycle Analyses 
Green office audits 
Cost-saving green practices 
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Membership and Consulting 
Available

www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org
1-877-68-DREAM

rpn@newdream.org
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Thank You

64
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