
RESOLUTION No O2~194
OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORSOF THE COUNTY OF NEVADA

ADOPTION OF THE GREEN PROCUREMENT AND SUSTAINABLE
PRACTICES POLICY

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the County of Nevadato conserveand protect natural
resourcesfor currentandfuturecitizens;and

WHEREAS, the California Integrated Waste ManagementAct of 1989 (AB 939)
mandatesthat cities andcountiesreducetheamountofwastebeingdisposedby 50 percent,and
thattheyparticipatein andpromotewastereduction,reuse,andrecyclingprograms;and

WHEREAS, the County’s participationin and promotion of recycling programscan
significantly reducethe volume of material entering the waste stream,thereby,conserving
naturalresources;and

WHEREAS,in order for recyclingprogramsto be effective,marketsfor recycledpost-
consumermaterialsmustbe developed;and

WHEREAS, implementationof this policy is intendedto broadenthe useof recycled
contentproductscurrently purchasedand increasethe recycledcontentof productspurchased
andusedby theCounty,its contractors,grantees,andcustomers;and

WHEREAS,the Countyof Nevada’scommitmentto thepurchaseof recycledmaterials
will fostermarketdevelopmentfor recycledproducts;and

WHEREAS,theCounty ofNevadathroughthe implementationof this policy will serve
asamodel for privateindustryandlocalbusinesses;and

WHEREAS, this policy will further contributeto the County’s compliancewith State
requirementsthatcountiesundertakeandsupportmarketdevelopmentactivities;

NOW, THEREFORE,BE IT HEREBY RESOLVEDthat the NevadaCounty Board of
Supervisorsadoptsthe attachedGreenProcurementandSustainablePracticesPolicyto purchase
recycledcontentproductsandengagein sustainablepractices.
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NevadaCounty Green Procurement and SustainablePracticesPolicy

Purpose

Thepurposeof this policy is to acknowledgethat in orderto supporttherecyclingethic
andto minimizeenvironmentalimpacts,the Countyof Nevadawill purchaserecycled
contentandenvironmentallypreferredproducts. TheCounty ofNevadarecognizesour
employeescan makea differencein favor of environmentalquality. The County of
Nevadawill purchaserecycledcontentandenvironmentallypreferableproductsunless
suchproductsdo notperformsatisfactorilyand/orareunreasonablyexpensive.

This policy is consistentwith the requirementsof Assembly Bill 939, the California
IntegratedWasteManagementAct (Act). TheAct requireseachCity and County to
reducetheamountof wastebeingdisposedof in landfills by at least50 percentby the
Year 2000. This policy supportsthe recycling hierarchy of reduce-reuse-recycle
through minimizing the creationof waste, reusingmaterials,recycling materialsthat
cannot be source-reduced,and purchasingrecycled content and environmentally
preferredproducts. The County of Nevadaacknowledgesthat unless we purchase
recycledcontentproducts,wearenot truly recycling.

Thebasiccomponentsofthis policy include:

1. Require waste prevention, recycling, market development and use of
recycled/recyclablematerialsthroughleaseagreements,contractualrelationships
andpurchasingpracticeswith vendors,contractors,businesses,and other public
andgovernmentalagencies.

2. Generatelesswastematerialby reviewinghow supplies,materials,andequipment
aremanufactured,purchased,packaged,delivered,used,anddisposed.

3. Serveas a model for the region to influence wasteprevention, recycling, and
procurementefforts.

II. Definitions

“Recycling” means the process of collecting, sorting, cleansing, treating, and
reconstitutingmaterialsthat would otherwisebecomesolid waste,and returningthem
to the economic mainstreamin the form of raw material for new, reused, or
reconstitutedproducts that meet the quality standardsnecessaryto be usedin the
marketplace.

“Waste Prevention” meansany actionundertakenby an individual or organizationto
eliminateor reducethe amountortoxicity of materialsbeforethey enterthemunicipal
solid wastestream. This action is intendedto conserveresources,promoteefficiency,
andreducepollution.

“Practicable” meanssufficient inperformanceandnot unreasonablyexpensive.

“Environmentally PreferableProducts” meansproductsthat havea lesserimpacton
humanhealthand the environmentwhen comparedwith competingproducts. This
comparisonmay consider raw materials acquisition, production, manufacturing,
packaging,distribution,reuse,operation,and/ordisposaloftheproduct.



“RecycledProducts” are products manufacturedwith wastematerial that hasbeen
recoveredor divertedfrom the wastestream. Recycledmaterialmaybederivedfrom
post-consumerwaste(materialthat hasservedits intendedend-useandbeendiscarded
by a final consumer),industrial scrap,manufacturingwaste,and/orother wastethat
otherwisewouldnot havebeenutilized.

• “Post-consumerrecoveredmaterials.” A finishedmaterial that would normally
be disposedof asa solid waste,havingcompletedits life cycle as a consumer
item. Examplesofpost-consumerrecoveredmaterialsinclude,butarenot limited
to: old newspapers,office paper,yardwaste,steeland/oraluminumcans,glass,
plasticbottles,oil, asphalt,concrete,andtires.

• “Pre-consumer recoveredmaterials.” Material or by-productsgeneratedafter
manufacturingof aproductis completed,but beforetheproductreachesthe end-
useconsumer. Examplesof pre-consumerrecoveredmaterialsinclude,but are
not limited to: obsoleteinventoriesof finishedgoods,rejectedunusedstockand
paperwastesgeneratedduringprinting, cuttingandotherconvertingoperations.

• “Total recoveredmateriaL” Thetotalpre-andpost-consumerrecoveredmaterial

containedin aproduct.

III. Policies

A. All County of Nevada personnel will specify recycled content and
environmentally preferable products unless such products do not perform
satisfactorilyand/or are unreasonablyexpensive. The priority for purchasing
recycledcontentproductsshallbeasfollows:

1. The highest percentageof recycled contentof post-consumerrecovered
material,availablein themarketplace;and

2. The highestpercentageof “pre-consumerrecoveredmaterial,” availablein
themarketplace.

B. TheCountyof Nevadashall utilize life cycle costanalysiswhenconsideringthe
purchaseofcapitolassets.

C. The County of Nevada shall solicit the use of recycled content and other
environmentallypreferredproductsin its procurementdocuments.

D. All Countyof Nevadaagencies,departments,and divisions shall practicewaste
preventionandrecycling.

IV. BestPractices

A. ProcurementPractices

TheDepartmentof GeneralServicesandthe RecyclingCoordinatorshallwork in
collaborationwith theGreenProcurementandSustainablePracticesCommitteeto
evaluate the following environmentally preferable product categories,at a
minimum, and producea list of suchproductsthat meetthe criteria. Agencies,
DepartmentsandDivisionsshallorderfrom thelist thatmeetsthecriteriaunlessa
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performanceissue with a specific product arisesor the cost of the product is
unreasonablyexpensive.

1. Printing and writing papers including all imprinted letterheadpaper,
envelopes,copy paper,andbusinesscardsshall containa minimum of 30
percentpost-consumerrecycledcontent.

2. Paperproductsincludingjanitorial supplies,shoptowels,handtowels,facial
tissue,toilet paper,seatcovers, corrugatedboxes,file boxes,hangingfile
folders, andotherproductscomposedlargelyofpaper.

3. Remanufacturedlaser printer toner cartridges and remanufacturedor
refillable inkjet cartridges.

4. Re-refinedantifreezeincludingon-siteantifreezerecycling.
5. Re-refinedlubricatingandhydraulicoils.
6. Recycled plastic outdoor wood substitutes including plastic lumber,

benches,fencing,signs,andposts.
7. Recycled content construction, building and maintenance products,

includingplastic,lumber,carpet,tiles, andinsulation.
8. Recrushedcementconcreteaggregatesandasphalt.
9. Cementand asphaltconcretecontainingtire rubber, glasscullet, recycled

fiber, plastic,fly ash,orotheralternativeproducts.
10. Retreadedtires and products made from recycled tire rubber including

rubberizedasphalt,playgroundsurfaces,andfatiguemats.
11. Compost,mulch,andotherorganicsincluding recycledbiosolidsproducts.
12. Remanufacturedpaint
13. Janitorialcleaningsupplies.
14. Other products that may be designated by the Green Procurement

SustainablePracticesCommittee.

B. WastePreventionPractices

County of Nevadastaff is requiredto reducetheir consumptionof resourcesby

incorporatingthefollowing practicesinto theirdaily activities.

1. Considerdurabilityandreparabilityofproductsprior to purchase.
2. Conductroutinemaintenanceon products/equipmentto increasethe useful

life.
3. Use duplex featureson laserprinters and copiers. Specify duplex on all

printjobs.
4. The County will also engagein the practiceof two-sidedcopies for all

Countymemosandmailings.
5. Create electronic letterhead for use by all agencies,departmentsand

divisions.
6. Sendand store informationelectronicallywhenpossible. This includese-

mail, website,andelectronicfax.
7. Review records retention policies and implement document imaging

systems.
8. Otherwastepreventionpracticesthat furtherthegoalsofthispolicy.

V. Responsibilitiesof General Services

The Departmentof GeneralServicesshallbe responsiblefor working in collaboration

with the RecyclingCoordinatorandthe GreenProcurementand SustainablePractices
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Committee to assist in the coordination and implementationof this policy. This
includesthefollowing:

A. Developandmaintaininformationaboutenvironmentallypreferableproductsand
recycled content products containing the maximum practicable amount of
recycled materials to be purchasedby agencies,departmentsand divisions.
Initially, theseshall include the products designatedin Section IV A of this
policy.

B. Develop and implementa monitoring andtracking systemas a tool to confirm
compliancewith thispolicy.

C. In conjunctionwith the Departmentof Transportationand Sanitation, inform
other agencies,departmentsand divisions of their responsibilitiesunder this
policy and provideagencies,departmentsand divisions with information about
recycledproductsandenvironmentalprocurementopportunities.

D. In conjunctionwith theDepartmentofTransportationandSanitation,developand
implementan ongoingpromotionalprogramto educateand inspire County of
Nevadastaff to implementthis policy. Informationconcerningthis policy will be
addedto thenewemployeeorientationprocess.

E. Inform vendorsofourGreenProcurementandSustainablePracticesPolicy.

F. Restrict contracts to only recycled-contentproductswhenever possible (e.g.,

officesupplies,lubricatingoils, andjanitorial supplies).

G. Reviewspecificationsusedin public bidding to eliminatebarriersto recycled-
contentproductssuchasoutdatedor overly stringentproduct specificationsand
specificationsnot relatedto productperformance.All requestsfor proposalsshall
requirevendorsto userecycledproductswheneverpossible.

H. In conjunctionwith the Departmentof TransportationandSanitation’sRecycling
Coordinator and the Green ProcurementSustainable Practices Committee,
providethe CountyExecutiveOfficerwith an annualreport on the statusof key
benchmarkcommodities.

VI. Responsibilitiesof the Department ofTransportation and Sanitation

1. Departmentof Transportationand Sanitationstaff shall restrict contractsto only
recycled-contentproducts wheneverpossible (e.g., office supplies, lubricating
oils, andjanitorial supplies).

2. Reviewspecificationsusedin public bidding to eliminate barriersto recycled-
contentproductssuchasoutdatedor overly stringentproductspecificationsand
specificationsnotrelatedto productperformance.All requestsfor proposalsshall
requirevendorsto userecycledproductswheneverpossible.

3. Investigatethe feasibility of using and requiring all contractorsto userecycled
products(includingrubberizedasphalt)for all projectswithin theregion.

4. Investigate the feasibility of requesting the California Department of
Transportation (CalTrans) to consider using recycled products (including
rubberizedasphalt)for all projectswithin the region. If utilizing recycledcontent
productsfor road constructionis feasible,requestthe NevadaCounty Board of
Supervisorsto adopta ResolutionrequestingCalTransto utilize recycledcontent
productsfor all projectswithin theregion.
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5. The Departmentof Transportationand Sanitation’s Recycling Coordinator,
working in collaborationwith theDepartmentof GeneralServicesandthe Green
ProcurementandSustainablePracticesCommittee,shall:

• Developandmaintaininformationaboutenvironmentallypreferableproducts
andrecycledcontentproductscontainingthemaximumpracticableamountof
recycledmaterialsto be purchasedby agencies,departmentsand divisions.
Initially, theseshall include the productsdesignatedin SectionIV A of this
policy.

• Assist in developingandimplementinga monitoringandtracking systemasa
tool to confirmcompliancewith thispolicy.

• Inform other agencies,departmentsand divisions of their responsibilities
under this policy by, at a minimum, providing agencies,departmentsand
divisionswith informationaboutrecycledcontentproductsandenvironmental
procurementopportunities.

• With assistancefrom the Departmentof General Services,develop and
implementanongoingpromotionalprogramto educateandinspireCountyof
Nevadastaff to implementthis policy. As part of this program,information
concerningthispolicy will beaddedto thenewemployeeorientationprocess.

• Inform vendorsofourGreenProcurementand SustainablePracticesPolicy.
• In conjunction with the Departmentof General Services and the Green

Procurementand SustainablePractices Committee, provide the County
Executive Officer with an annual report on the status of key benchmark
commodities.

VII. Responsibilitiesofthe GreenProcurement and SustainablePracticesCommittee:

The Green Procurementand SustainablePractices Committee (Committee) is a
volunteergroupcomposedof membersfrom a crosssectionof the County’s agencies,
departmentsanddivisions. The Committeewill assistthe RecyclingCoordinator,the
DepartmentofGeneralServicesandotheragencies,departmentsanddivisions in their
effortsto implementthispolicy. This includes:

Provide informationto their respectiveagencies,departmentsanddivisions abOut
the GreenProcurementand SustainablePracticesPolicy. Work in collaboration
with theDepartmentofGeneralServicesandtheRecyclingCoordinatorto inform
theirrespectiveagencies,departmentsand divisionsoftheir responsibilitiesunder
this policy by, at aminimum,providingagencies,departmentsanddivisionswith
information about recycled content products and environmentalprocurement
opportunities.

2. Assist the Departmentof GeneralServicesand the Recycling Coordinatorin
developingand implementingan ongoingpromotionalprogramto educateand
inspireCountyof Nevadastaffto implementthis policy. As partof this program,
informationconcerningthispolicy will beaddedto thenewemployeeorientation
process.

3. Assist the Departmentof GeneralServicesand the Recycling Coordinatorin
developing and maintaining information about environmentally preferable
products and recycled content products containing the maximum practicable
amount of recycledmaterials to be purchasedby agencies,departmentsand
divisions. Initially, theseshall includetheproductsdesignatedin SectionIV A of
thispolicy.

-5-



4. Assist the Departmentof GeneralServicesand the Recycling Coordinatorin
developing and implementinga monitoring and tracking system as a tool to
confirmcompliancewith thispolicy.

5. Assist theRecyclingCoordinatorandtheDepartmentof GeneralServicesin the
developmentof an annualreport on the statusof key benchmarkcommodities,
which will beprovidedto theCountyExecutiveOfficer.

VIII. Responsibilitiesofthe Information ServicesDepartment

In addition to the responsibilitiesof all countyagencies,departmentsand divisions,
Information Servicescan, by virtue of their position, affect changein the county’s
processes,which couldresultin significantwasteprevention. Specifically,Information
Servicesshall:

1. Ensure systems and software applications utilize electronic correspondence,
reporting and retention while emphasizingthe “paperlessoffice” in application
training.

2. Assist all agencies,departmentsand divisions in setting up all computersand
printersto promotethis policy including the removal of bannerpagesand setting
thedefaultto two-sidedcopying.

3. Assist and work in collaborationwith the Recycling Coordinator,Departmentof
GeneralServicesandthe GreenProcurementand SustainablePracticesCommittee
to identify areasofwastepreventionpotential.

IX. Responsibilitiesof All CountyAgencies,Departments and Divisions

Eachagency,department,anddivisionshall:

1. Practicewasteprevention.
2. Continueto utilize recyclingprogramsandexpandwherepossible.
3. Procureproducts in compliancewith the Green Procurementand Sustainable

PracticesPolicy.
4. Evaluateeach designatedproduct to determinethe extent to which agencies,

departmentsanddivisionsmaypracticablyuseit.
5. Ensurethat procurementdocumentsissuedby the agency,departmentordivision

requireenvironmentalpreferredpurchasing.
6. Investigatewhere Countyof Nevadapolicies andpracticescouldbe modified to

encourageor requirewaste reduction,recycling, and environmentalpreferable
purchasing.

7. Use recycledproductsfor their businesscards, letterheadstationery,envelopes,
businessforms, and pertinentdocuments. All said documentsshall be printed
with the standardphrase, “Printed on Recycled/RecyclablePaper,” thereby
promoting the useof post-consumercontent. If sufficient documentationand
certification is available, reasonableefforts shall be undertakento specifically
indicate the percentageof recycled post-consumercontent. In addition, the
Countypublicationsormailingswill beprintedusingnon-toxicinks.

8. Photocopyrequesteddocumentsproducedby granteesand contractorson post-
consumerrecycledpaper. All contractorsandgranteeswill submitall requested
documentsto the Countyon recycledpaper. This shall include,but is not limited
to, drafts, reports, training manuals,bids, responsesto inquiries, and permit
applications.The Countywill also engagein the practiceof two-sidedcopiesfor
all Countymemosandmailings.
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X. Exemption

Nothing in this policy shallbeconstruedasrequiringthepurchaseof productsthat do
not performadequatelyor arenot availableat a reasonableprice. In those instances
where it is deemed impractical to procure a recycled-contentitem, a specific
explanationfor thefindingmustbeincludedin thepurchasingrecord.

XI. Promotion

A. All Countypurchasedandprintedrecycledpaperproductsshall be labeledwith
the standardphrase,“Printed on RecycledPaper.” All County Departmentsor
Agencies shall be required to use recycledproducts for their businesscards,
letterheadstationery,envelopes,businessforms, and pertinentdocuments. All
said documents shall be printed with the standard phrase, “Printed on
Recycled/RecyclablePaper,” thereby promoting the use of post-consumer
content. If sufficient documentationand certification is available, reasonable
efforts shallbeundertakento specificallyindicatethepercentageofrecycledpost-
consumercontent. In addition, the County publicationsor mailings will be
printedusingnon-toxicinks.

B. All County photocopyingof requesteddocumentsproducedby granteesand
contractorsshallbe producedon post-consumerrecycledpaper. All contractors
and granteeswill submit all requesteddocumentsto the County on recycled
paper. This shall include,but is not limited to, drafts,reports,training manuals,
bids,responsesto inquiries, andpermit applications.TheCountywill also engage
in thepracticeoftwo-sidedcopiesfor all Countymemosandmailings.

XII. Monitoring/Reporting

A. Collaboratively,the Departmentof GeneralServices,the RecyclingCoordinator,
and the GreenProcurementand SustainablePracticesCommitteeshall prepare
and deliver to the County Executive Officer an annual statusreport on the
implementationof this policy and a formal recycled products list to aid in
purchasingandmonitoring goals. The report shall include documentationof the
types, quantities, and dollar amountsof recycled products purchasedin the
previousyearby the County, its contractorsand grantees.The report shall also
identify anddiscussthefollowing:

1. Instances where this policy is waived or its requirement found
impracticable;and

2. Barriersto theprocurementofproductsmeetingtheCounty’srequirements.

XIII. Other Areas:

A. The County will pursuethe developmentof a Green and SustainableBuilding
Policy for usein all newconstruction,remodeling,andrepairprojects.

B. The County of Nevadawill investigatethe feasibility of modifying the Building
Codeto requirenewconstructionprojectsto accommodaterecyclingactivities in
thebuilding design.

C. The County of Nevadawill considerotherproductsand practicesthat conserve
energy,water,andotherresources.

Ref:H:\WORD\CLERICAL\SOLIDWAS\Recycle\NevadaCountyGreenProcurementPolicy andSustainablePracticesdoc
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