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Responsible Purchasing Network Publishes “Green Fleet” Guide 
 
Takoma Park, MD – Light duty fleet vehicles contribute almost one third of the United States’ total carbon 
dioxide emissions. The Responsible Network (RPN) at the Center for a New American Dream is helping 
to clear the air by giving purchasers a thorough resource on cleaner, greener options for their institutional 
fleets. Their new guide, the Responsible Purchasing Guide to Light Duty Fleet Vehicles, is being 
released today at www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org. 
 
There are over 10 million light duty fleet vehicles on U.S. roadways burning fuel and contributing to social 
and environmental problems such as climate change, smog, asthma, and energy insecurity. Increasingly, 
fleet managers are seeking ways to address these problems by adopting greener vehicles and fuels and 
improved management strategies. Many vehicle buyers, however, are unsure of their options and how 
alternative vehicles compare in cost and performance. The Responsible Purchasing Guide to Light Duty 
Fleet Vehicles gives a thorough overview of conventional, hybrid-electric, plug-in hybrid, flex-fuel, diesel, 
and alternative fuel vehicles to present the best options. The Guide also covers the impacts of different 
fuels, including conventional gasoline, electricity, ethanol, biodiesel, and natural gas.  
 
Developed by a diverse team of stakeholders including fleet managers, government agencies, and 
environmental groups, the Guide also provides practical insights on how to make the transition, offering 
model policies and vehicle specifications for procurement contracts. It is appropriate for a diverse 
readership of vehicle buyers, including public, private, university, and other large fleet managers. 
 
“Fleet managers are taking global warming seriously but they often lack the resources and information 
needed to green their fleets. This Guide makes it easy, practical, and cost-efficient to switch to vehicles 
and fuels with less impact on human health and the environment,” said Chris O’Brien, RPN Director. 
 
Windell Mitchell, Director of the Fleet Administration Division of King County, Washington said, “My team 
is using this Guide to develop a strategic plan for mitigating global warming and as a resource to select 
fuels that minimize greenhouse gas emissions.” 
 
The Responsible Purchasing Guide to Light Duty Fleet Vehicles is available in web format, downloadable 
PDF, and in print. It is free to members of the Responsible Purchasing Network, and available to the 
public for purchase. RPN is hosting a free online green fleet discussion forum, as well as a hybrid cost 
calculator, available on their website, www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org. 
 

#  #  # 
 
About the Responsible Purchasing Network: The Responsible Purchasing Network at the Center for a 
New American Dream is America’s first national organization dedicated to helping institutional buyers 
specify and procure socially and environmentally responsible products, RPN is helping buyers use their 
collective purchasing power to shift the economy toward sustainability. RPN provides Purchasing Guides 
that cover social and environmental issues, best practices, sample policies and specifications, and 
standards and certifications. In addition, RPN provides a searchable recommended products database.  


