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Local School District Wins $5,000 in Clean Schools Sweepstakes 
Non-Profit hopes to encourage schools’ adoption of greener cleaning practices 

Takoma Park, MD – Emphasizing the importance of school districts “going green”, Chris O’Brien, Director of 
the Responsible Purchasing Network at the Center for a New American Dream, presented a $5,000 award to 
Dianne Jones, Director of School Plant Operations at Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) on 
Wednesday, January 31, 2007, at Oakland Terrace Elementary in Kensington, MD. New American Dream 
randomly selected MCPS out of a pool of 141 eligible applicants to win the second Clean Schools 
Sweepstakes.   

By offering schools a chance to win $5,000, New American Dream’s aim is to raise awareness about the 
importance of using green cleaning products within schools. One in every three chemicals in traditional cleaning 
products causes health and environmental problems. Dizziness, asthma attacks, and neurological disorders are 
linked to toxic fumes from common cleaning supplies, and unsafe sanitation practices affect student attendance 
and test scores. Furthermore, the use of conventional cleaning products produces hazardous waste that can 
leak into lakes, streams, and drinking water. 

“The prize money offered in the sweepstakes was an incentive to get people to participate and learn about the 
ease, cost-effectiveness and importance of using green cleaners. The great news, too, is that Montgomery 
County schools can use the prize money toward any program that’s important to them,” explains O’Brien. Other  
integral members of the MCPS green schools initiative who were present for awarding of the prize were Mrs. 
Cheryl Pulliam, Principal of Oakland Terrace; Larry Hurd, Building Services Trainer for Division of School Plant 
Operations for all of Montgomery County schools, and Lillian Gonzalez, Building Service Manager at Oakland 
Terrace. Molly Jackman, former PTA president at Oakland Terrace and her daughter Meg Jackman, 4th grader 
at Oakland Terrace, also attended, showing how important this issue is to students and parents.  

Green cleaners protect the environment while eliminating toxin-related illnesses. Cleaners approved by the 
independent certifiers Green Seal and Environmental Choice efficiently kill bacteria and common viruses 
without endangering students or staff. Certified products do not cost more than traditional cleaners, and can 
even result in significant savings. “We recognize our social responsibility to protect natural resources for future 
generations. Green cleaning is a major component to ensuring a healthy facility environment. It improves 
student and employee productivity and attendance, prevents health issues, and reduces operation and 
maintenance costs,” says Ms. Jones.   

In addition to adopting greener cleaning practices, MCPS implemented a Green Schools Focus program, which 
encourages students, teachers, and staff to learn about water and energy conservation, green building, and 
recycling. County-wide initiatives include task lamps, which allow teachers to work after class hours without 
using the overhead lights, and a portable classroom design competition, which encourages students, architects, 
and manufacturers to create green alternatives to the prefabricated classrooms. 

For photos of Clean Schools award presentation, please contact Tim Sanchez at Tim@newdream.org  
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About the Responsible Purchasing Network: The Responsible Purchasing Network at The Center for a New 
American Dream is America’s first national organization dedicated to helping institutional buyers identify and 
acquire socially and environmentally-responsible products.  A group of the country’s leading purchasers has 
created programs and services that reduce the legwork and eliminate the guesswork from buying responsibly. 
These resources will soon be available online at: www.responsiblepurchasing.org. 


